<)4                                      AMELIA.

The doctor considered a little with himself, and then
said, 4 I am really, child, puzzled as well as you about
4 this matter. I would by no means have you go to
4 the masquerade; I do not indeed like *the diversion
/ itself, as I have heard it described to me; not that
4 I am such a prude to suspect every woman who goes
'there of any evil intentions; but it is a pleasure of too
4 loose and disorderly a kind for the recreation of a sober
4 mind. Indeed, you have still a stronger and more
4 particular objection. I will try myself to reason him
' out of it.

4 Indeed, it is impossible,' answered she; 4 and thcrc-
4 fore I would not set you about it. I never saw him
4 more set on any thing. There is a party, as they call
4 it, made on -the occasion; and he tells me my refusal
4 will disappoint all/

41 really do not know what to advise you/ cries the
doctor; 'I have told yon I do not approve of those
4 diversions; but yet, as your husband is so very desi-
4 rous, I cannot think there will be any harm in going
4 with him. However, I will consider of it, and do all
4 in my power for you.'

Here Mrs. Atkinson came iix, and the discourse on this
subject ceased; but soon after Amelia renewed it, saying,
there was no occasion to keep any thing a secret from
her friend. They then fell to debating on the subject;
but could not come to any resolution. But Mrs. Atkinson,
who was in an unusual flow of spirits, cried out, 4 Fear
4 nothing, my dear Amelia, two women surely will be
4 too hard for one man. I think, doctor, it exceeds
4 Virgil:

1 Una dolo divwti sifa'nwia victa duorum est.'

4 Very well repeated, indeed,'  cries the doctor.    i Do